
UK/Worldwide Honey Distribution

This drawing analyses the current networks that 
facilitate the distribution of honey in the United 
Kingdom. Currently the United Kingdom 
produces a lot less honey than it consumes, 
because of this there is a heavy reliance on 
importing honey from abroad. 

Whilst the international honey network is a vast 
system that brings honey to all corners of the 
globe, this in itself present a problem. With the 
scale of the existing network being so large, 
there is an inevitable competition between 
countries, conglomerates and distributers to get 
the ‘best value’ honey. This competition has 
bread the rise of synthetic and non-organic 
honeys, which in United Kingdom are illegal to 
the extent that they cannot be called ‘honey’. 
Furthermore the reliance on imports of honey 
means that the average jar of honey on a 
supermarket shelf is usually a blend of a variety 
of nectars from around the world. 
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Amateur Beehive

There are between 

250,000 - 300,000 

amateur beehives in 

the United Kingdom. 

 

If an average hive 

bees...Then there are 

approx. 17 billion 

honey producing bees 

in the United Kingdom.

These 17 billion bees 

produce about 7,000 

tonnes of honey every 

year in the United 

Kingdom.

holds 50,000 

28 million
250g jars/year

UK Honey
Production

17 Billion
Honeybees

15 billion
250g jars/year

World Honey
Production

120 million
250g jars/year

UK Honey
Consumption

Apple/Cherry
Blossom

Hawthorne
Flower

Heather
Flower

Commercial Beehives

There are approx. 

40,000 commerical 

beehives in Britain, 

owned by 300 

individual companies.  

Internationally honey is 

scale - approximately 

2.5 million tonnes of 

natural honey is 

produced worldwide 

every year = 15 billion, 

250g jars of natural, 

local honey.
In Britain, because the 

amount of locally 

produced on a large 

produced honey 

cannot satisfy the 

demand, Britain has to 

import 70% of it’s 

honey.

Some of the honey 

worldwide is exported 

to the United Kingdom, 

as explained below. 

The different types of 

honey produced, 

depend upon on the 

nectar source.

However most of the 

that is produced 

imported honeys are 

blended by honey 

handlers and then sold 

onto supermarkets.

honey produced, 

depend upon on the 

nectar source.

However most of the 

imported honeys are 

blended by honey 

handlers and then sold 

onto supermarkets.

The different types of 

Honey that is imported 

Kingdom, is done so 

by three companies, 

Rowse, Littleover and 

Sarant.These companies deal 

with the honey and 

then sell it onto larger 

corporations.

into the United 

The 7000 tonnes of 

honey produced in 

Britain every year is 

mainly consumed 

locally. However with 

the honey demand 

being much greater 

than the local 

production amount, 

there is a great reliance 

on the importing of 

honey into Britain.
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honey flavours in the 

United Kingdom are 

heather, blossom and 

hawthorne. 
However there are 

increasing imports of 

synthetic and not pure 

honey, which are 

beginning to dilute the 

The most popular 

national honey 

industry.


